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Instructions to candidates

	y Do not open this booklet until instructed to do so.
	y This booklet contains all the resources to answer paper 1.



– 2 – 2225    – 6605

Figure 1(a): World map showing the location of New Zealand
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Figure 1(b): Topographic map of New Zealand
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Figure 1(c): Vegetation map of New Zealand
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Figure 1(d): Fact file on New Zealand

• Over a third of the land area is covered by forest.
• Over half the land area supports crops or livestock.
• Main exports include dairy products (eg, milk powder, butter, cheese), eggs, honey, meat, wool 

and wood.
• Main imports include vehicles, machinery, electrical goods and fuel oil.
• Car ownership levels are high and in 2021, there were 889 vehicles per 1000 people.
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Figure 2(a): Fact file on biodiversity in New Zealand

•	 New Zealand is a geographically isolated island system which became separated from the southern 
supercontinent 85 million years ago.

•	 New Zealand has many endemic species (found nowhere else). These include flightless birds 
(eg, Kiwi, Kākāpō and Takahē) which evolved in the absence of terrestrial ground predators.

Figure 2(b): Proportion of New Zealand species that are endemic (found nowhere else)
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Figure 2(c): Percentage of New Zealand species by extinction threat categories
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Figure 3(a): Image of a Kākāpō (Strigops habroptilus)

Figure 3(b): Fact file on the Kākāpō

•	 A flightless, nocturnal parrot only found in New Zealand.
•	 They are herbivores eating roots, leaves and fruit.
•	 Of important cultural, spiritual and traditional significance to the Māori (indigenous people of 

New Zealand).
•	 Reach sexual maturity at about 5 years old and breed once every 2 – 3 years. They have a life 

expectancy of up to 90 years.
•	 Prior to arrival of humans in New Zealand, Kākāpō lived throughout both the North Island and 

South Island.
•	 Threats include hunting, habitat loss and predation by introduced mammals (eg, rats, cats and stoats).
•	 Classified as critically endangered by the IUCN Red List.
•	 Between 1980 and 1987 due to the threats from predators and declining numbers, all remaining 

Kākāpōs were moved to three offshore islands on which predator eradication projects had begun.
•	 The Kākāpō Recovery program includes the Department of Conservation, independent experts, 

various Māori tribes and thousands of volunteers. It involves:
	◦ monitoring the birds and nesting sites
	◦ on-going surveillance and use of predator traps to ensure there are no predators on the islands
	◦ provision of supplementary food to encourage successful breeding and also when natural food 

supplies are low
	◦ artificial incubation and hand rearing when necessary
	◦ use of artificial insemination to increase the number of offspring (as fertility rates have been low).



– 7 – 2225    – 6605

Turn over

Figure 3(c): Distribution of the Kākāpō
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Figure 3(d): Kākāpō population, 1977 to 2022
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Figure 4: Change in forest cover in New Zealand
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Figure 5(a): The Canterbury region on the South Island, New Zealand
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[Source: https://www.freeworldmaps.net/oceania/new-zealand/canterbury/canterbury-blank-map.jpg.]

Figure 5(b): Fact file on the Canterbury region

•	 The largest region in the country by area.
•	 Includes the Canterbury Plains, New Zealand’s largest area of flat land which:

	◦ is used for a mix of intensive farming activities ranging from growing wheat and barley to sheep 
and cattle (dairy and beef) farming

	◦ produces the majority of New Zealand’s grains and crops.
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Figure 5(c): Agriculture on the Canterbury Plains

Figure 5(d): Cattle numbers, the Canterbury region, New Zealand, 1990 – 2019
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Figure 6: Population statistics for New Zealand, 2023

Population 5.11 million

Total fertility rate 1.86 children per woman

Population growth rate 1.06 %

Life expectancy 82.74 years

Figure 7(a): Main sources of energy used in New Zealand, 2021
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Figure 7(b): Electricity generation in Terawatt hour (TWh) 
by source in 2020 and projections for 2035 and 2050
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Figure 8(a): Ecological footprint and biocapacity for New Zealand (1961 – 2022)
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