
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2025

All rights reserved. No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any 
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, 
without the prior written permission from the IB. Additionally, the license tied with this 
product prohibits use of any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third 
parties, including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study services, 
preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping services or teacher resource 
digital platforms and app developers, whether fee-covered or not, is prohibited and is a 
criminal offense.

More information on how to request written permission in the form of a license can be 
obtained from https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-
license/.

© Organisation du Baccalauréat International 2025

Tous droits réservés. Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut être reproduite sous quelque 
forme ni par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des 
systèmes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans l’autorisation écrite 
préalable de l’IB. De plus, la licence associée à ce produit interdit toute utilisation de tout 
fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. L’utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans 
toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou 
d’aide aux études, des établissements de préparation à l’enseignement supérieur, des 
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des gestionnaires de 
plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs d’applications, moyennant 
paiement ou non, est interdite et constitue une infraction pénale.

Pour plus d’informations sur la procédure à suivre pour obtenir une autorisation écrite 
sous la forme d’une licence, rendez-vous à l’adresse https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/
ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-license/.

© Organización del Bachillerato Internacional, 2025

Todos los derechos reservados. No se podrá reproducir ninguna parte de este producto 
de ninguna forma ni por ningún medio electrónico o mecánico, incluidos los sistemas de 
almacenamiento y recuperación de información, sin la previa autorización por escrito del 
IB. Además, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohíbe el uso de todo archivo o 
fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye, 
a título enunciativo, editoriales, profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o 
ayuda para el estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y 
entidades que presten servicios de planificación curricular u ofrezcan recursos para 
docentes mediante plataformas digitales—, ya sea incluido en tasas o no, está prohibido 
y constituye un delito.

En este enlace encontrará más información sobre cómo solicitar una autorización por 
escrito en forma de licencia: https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/
applying-for-a-license/.



2225 – 6608
© International Baccalaureate Organization 202514 pages

2 May 2025

Zone A  afternoon Zone B  afternoon Zone C  afternoon

1 hour

Environmental systems and societies
Standard level
Paper 1 – resource booklet

Instructions to candidates

	y Do not open this booklet until instructed to do so.
	y This booklet contains all the resources to answer paper 1.
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Figure 1(a): World map showing the location of New Zealand
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Figure 1(b): Topographic map of New Zealand
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Figure 1(c): Vegetation map of New Zealand
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Figure 1(d): Fact file on New Zealand

• Over a third of the land area is covered by forest.
• Over half the land area supports crops or livestock.
• Main exports include dairy products (eg, milk powder, butter, cheese), eggs, honey, meat, wool 

and wood.
• Main imports include vehicles, machinery, electrical goods and fuel oil.
• Car ownership levels are high and in 2021, there were 889 vehicles per 1000 people.
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Figure 2(a): Fact file on biodiversity in New Zealand

•	 New Zealand is a geographically isolated island system which became separated from the southern 
supercontinent 85 million years ago.

•	 New Zealand has many endemic species (found nowhere else). These include flightless birds 
(eg, Kiwi, Kākāpō and Takahē) which evolved in the absence of terrestrial ground predators.

Figure 2(b): Proportion of New Zealand species that are endemic (found nowhere else)
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Figure 2(c): Percentage of New Zealand species by extinction threat categories
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Figure 3(a): Image of a Black stilt (Himantopus novaezelandiae)

Figure 3(b): Fact file on the Black stilt

•	 They are wading birds that eat insects, molluscs, crustaceans, small fish etc.
•	 Categorised as ‘critically endangered’ on the IUCN Red List.
•	 They were previously found throughout the North and South Islands but are now limited to the rivers 

and wetlands in the Waitaki Valley, South Island.
•	 From 500 – 1000 birds in the 1940s, number declined to 23 birds in 1981.
•	 Following use of captive breeding programmes numbers have increased to 106 birds in 2017 and 

156 birds in 2023.
•	 Threats include introduced predators (cats, ferrets, stoats, rats, hedgehogs), native predators 

(Australasian Harrier and Kelp Gull), loss of habitat and human disturbance.
•	 Habitats have been degraded by invasive weeds, drained for agriculture use and modified for 

hydroelectric power.
•	 Conservation management strategy includes:

	◦ aiming to create and maintain predator free habitats
	◦ habitat restoration of rivers and wetlands in the upper Waitaki Basin
	◦ collection of eggs from wild and captive birds, which are then hatched in captivity away from 

predators. When the birds are large enough to fend for themselves, they are released into the wild.
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Figure 3(c): Distribution of the Black stilt
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Figure 4: Change in forest cover in New Zealand
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Figure 5(a): The Canterbury region on the South Island, New Zealand
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[Source: https://www.freeworldmaps.net/oceania/new-zealand/canterbury/canterbury-blank-map.jpg.]

Figure 5(b): Fact file on the Canterbury region

•	 The largest region in the country by area.
•	 Includes the Canterbury Plains, New Zealand’s largest area of flat land which:

	◦ is used for a mix of intensive farming activities ranging from growing wheat and barley to sheep 
and cattle (dairy and beef) farming

	◦ produces the majority of New Zealand’s grains and crops.
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Figure 5(c): Agriculture on the Canterbury Plains

Figure 5(d): Cattle numbers, the Canterbury region, New Zealand, 1990 – 2019
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Figure 6: Age-gender pyramid for New Zealand, 2023
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Figure 7(a): Carbon dioxide equivalent emissions by sector in New Zealand, 1990 – 2019
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Figure 7(b): Fact file on New Zealand’s response to climate change

•	 They pledged to cut greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions by 30 % below 2005 levels by 2030 
(Paris 2015 Agreement).

•	 They aim to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050.

New Zealand aims to achieve this by:
•	 increasing renewable energy use
•	 producing all electricity from renewables
•	 improving energy efficiency
•	 using carbon emissions trading scheme (ETS) and having emission reduction goals

	◦ The total allowable emissions of carbon are limited by government and reduced periodically.
	◦ Industries that emit carbon need to pay per unit of emission.
	◦ Carbon emissions are traded in units.
	◦ Activities that have a net absorption of carbon (eg forestry) can gain credits that can be sold 

to emitters.
	◦ To offset their emissions, industries need to buy these units from the government or 

other businesses.
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Figure 8: Ecological footprint and biocapacity for New Zealand (1961 – 2022)
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Biocapacity is the amount of biological productive land, measured in hectares per person.
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